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The AKENnd process st ivomgvsmmdieOlkolagie

Implementation of the AKEnd, February 1999

Reaction to societal and political controversies
regarding the future of the Gorleben salt dome

So called AKEnd (Committee on a Site Selection
Procedure for Repository Sites = the Committee)
established by the Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
Safety (BMU)

A wide spectrum of opinions  on waste disposal
and use of nuclear energy but consensually
developed proposals with regard to scientific-
technical criteria and public participation

Experts from geosciences, social sciences,
chemistry, physics, mathematics, mining, waste
management technology, engineering and public
relations
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The AKEnd: objectives o ogle

Obijectives: development of

criteria for the identification of sites that are
suitable for safe disposal and at the same time
accepted by the general public and

a logical procedure for the selection of sites for the
disposal of all types of radioactive waste in
Germany

Working in close interrelation with the public:

hosted three public workshops,

was in dialogue with members of the Parliaments,
associations, churches, trade unions, citizens'
initiatives and other stakeholders,

hosted an internet platform,

iInformed In progress reports and at forums
providing a platform for exchange of personal
Views.



AKEnd recommendations (1)
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Basic recommendations:

* The relatively best site
regarding long-term safety
identified in a criteria-based
selection procedure

* Repository designed as not to
Impose undue burdens on future
generations

* A maximum possible willingness
of the regional population to
participate in the process

* Site selection procedure closely
related to the perspectives of
regional development from the
outset
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AKEnd recommendations (2)

Forms of participation:

* participation through
comprehensive information

* participation in the supervision
of the procedure

* participation in the
representation of regional
Interests

* participation in the decision-
making process

source:



AKENnd recommendations (3)

source: AKEnd

Oganisational structure and instruments of participation of
the public in the selection procedure



Impacts of the AKEnd process

No political agreement yet on the necessity of a site
selection procedure

But:

A broad societal and political consensus that

* public involvement in radioactive waste disposal and
e astep wise approach to implementing a repository
IS necessary.

Current examples of participatory measures

1. A symposium on radioactive waste disposal in
organised by the BMU, November 2008

2. A stakeholder workshop with round table
discussions organised by BMU to discuss draft
“Safety Requirements Governing the Final Disposal
of Heat-Generating Radioactive Waste”, March
2009

3. Stakeholder involvement for the closure of the
“Asse” repository (former research mine)



Example: the “Asse” process

Implementation of a
regional forum to
accompany the
closure of the “Asse”
repository for low and
intermediate level
waste

Comprising: political
representatives of the
region, citizens'
Initiatives, environ-
mental groups

Installation of a
regional development
fund by BMU

The Asse public involvement process

Supervisory Licensing
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Expert Group -
Research Centre

3 experts nominated
by Regional Forum

Information
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